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St Bernadette’s Catholic  

Primary School 
Hobmoor Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8QL 

Telephone: 0121-783-7232 

Website  www.stberns.co.uk 

Twitter: @StBernsPrimary 

e-mail: enquiry@stberns.bham.sch.uk 

 
At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children.  We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share this commitment. 

Gospel: Luke 9: 51-62 

A Samaritan Village Rejects Jesus 

 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.  And he sent messengers ahead of him, 
who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him.  But the people did not receive him, 
because his face was set toward Jerusalem.   And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us 
to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”  But he turned and rebuked them.  And they went on to 
another village. 

The Cost of Following Jesus 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes 
have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow 
me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. 
But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell 
to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God.” 

The Gospel Explained 

In this passage Jesus sets out on his final journey to Jerusalem. 

He has warned the disciples of his impending suffering there (9:21-27, 44-45), but even though they confess their faith in 
him as Messiah (9:18-20) and see him transfigured with Moses and Elijah (9:28-36), they cannot begin to imagine the horror 
of Jesus’ last days. But Jesus knows. He has “set his face” toward Jerusalem, meaning unwavering determination. 

Normally very accepting of the Samaritans, he shocks his disciples by barely noticing the Samaritans as he heads to 
Jerusalem, so concentrated was he on his up-coming destiny. The Samaritan villagers “did not receive him because his face 
was set toward Jerusalem.” Did they reject Jesus, or did they not host him overnight since he “his face was set toward 
Jerusalem”? 

The text doesn’t say, but the disciples take it to be rejection and impulsively ask if they should “command fire” to destroy 
them — as if they could even do that!  

Jesus uses the occasion to speak about discipleship and about the implications of following him. As the text makes clear, 
Jesus is speaking to those who are indeed following him, not to potential followers. He is saying, “Be willing to let go of the 
past.” There comes a time when you leave the comforts of home, let go of the doorpost, and move into uncharted waters. 

He knows that his disciples will soon be doing exactly that after he has gone. Their lives will be radically and unexpectedly 
different than anything they had imagined. They will leave behind what they have known and done and go in totally new 
directions after Pentecost. 

What does Jesus mean by saying, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God”? 
Anybody who has plowed a field knows you have to watch carefully in front of you to keep the furrows straight. Look 
backward and you will swerve one way or another. 

How ironic it is that the disciples did exactly that in the despair and confusion following the crucifixion and resurrection. 
They looked back and resumed their previous occupation of fishing (John 21:1-14). It isn’t until Pentecost, when the Holy 
Spirit empowers them, that they begin their true work of spreading the Gospel of Jesus all around the Mediterranean. 

These verses jar us into asking, “How are our lives different as followers of Jesus than what they might have been 
otherwise?” I remember a bumper sticker asking, “If you were on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence 
to convict you?” Discipleship means living in ways we might not otherwise live. 
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Diary Dates 
Please note dates may be subject to 

change at short notice depending on the 

current COVID situation. 

Diary Dates 
Monday 27th June 

Year 1 Physical Health Day in 
School 

Thursday 30th June 
Reception Physical Health 

Day in school 
Wednesday 29th June  

Feast of St Peter & Paul (3EL 
own clothes) 

Monday 4th July  
9.30 am – Year 2 Sports Day 
1.30 pm – Year 1 Sports Day 

Year 5 Camp Trip 
Tuesday 5th July  

9.30 am – Year 3 Sports Day 
1.30 pm – Year 4 Sports Day 

Thursday 7th July  
9.30 am – Reception Sports 

Day  
1.30 pm – Year 6 Sports Day 

Friday 8th July  
9.30 am – Nursery Sports 

Day 
Monday 11th July  

9.30 am – Year 5 Sports Day 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Welcome 
We welcome three new teachers to St Bernadette’s in September. Miss 
Belcher who will be working in Reception, Miss Shalley who will be 
working in Year 1 and Mrs Harris who will be joining us in Year 2 and will 
also be Science subject lead for the Early Years and KS1. We welcome 
them into the St Bernadette’s family. 
 

Physical Health Day 
The children in school have been taking part in Physical Health Days over 
the past few weeks and have enjoyed challenging themselves in a range 
of different physical activities. We would like to thank all the parent 
helpers who have supported the staff and children. Your support is very 
much appreciated. 
 

Sports News 

 
Y4/5 Football 
On Monday 20th June our Year 4 & 5 children successfully won the East 
Birmingham Schools Football competition without losing a game. 

St Bernadette’s took part in the 7-a-side District Finals tournament last 
Tuesday. The boys got through the group stage with three wins and one 
draw which took them through to the quarter finals which they won on 
penalties. In the semi-final, they once again went through on penalties. 
They played Short Heath School in the final who were also an excellent 
team and deservedly won by two goals to nil. A huge well done to Shay, 
Tommy, Spencer, Montini, Kai, Connor, Mason, Reign and Stanley. Their 
behaviour and sportsmanship were outstanding. 

 

Darcy Day 
The 16th of July is the 
first anniversary of 
the passing of Darcy 
Wilcock. As the 16th 
falls on a Saturday we 
would like all children 
to wear orange on 
Monday 18th July to 
remember Darcy and 
celebrate her life. 
Please keep Darcy, 
mum and the rest of 
the family in your 
prayers. 
 

Y6 Production – 14th July 
Tickets are now on sale for the Y6 production: please click this link:  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/dovehousetheatre/e-zdompv  
 

 

 

Reception 

2022/23 
If your child is due to start 
Reception in September 
2022, they will be joining 
their Reception classes on 

Tuesday 5th and 
Wednesday 6th July 2022. 

Please note if your child is 
not due to attend the St 
Bernadette’s Reception, 

Nursery will be closed 
on these dates. 

  

 
No Smoking/Vaping 

No Smoking/Vaping  
Smoking or vaping is not 
permitted on school grounds. A 
number of parents have noticed 
that there have been a number 
of instances where they have 
witnessed parents and teenagers 
who are picking up children from 
school vaping in the playground. 
This is not permitted. 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/dovehousetheatre/e-zdompv


 

Transition Day 
This year the children in school will have the opportunity to meet their new class teachers on Tuesday 5th 
July and Wednesday 6th July. The arrangements for drop off and pick ups on these dates are listed below.  
 

Nursery children  
The current nursery children should be dropped off at the Nursery door as normal on Tuesday morning and 
collected from there on Tuesday afternoon. Their new Reception Teacher will meet them in their current 
setting on the first day of transition.  
On Wednesday, the children should be dropped off at their new Reception class door. These will be clearly 
labelled on the day. The three Reception teachers will be Mrs Jones, Mrs McGrath and Miss Belcher.  
 

Reception children  
Children who are currently in Reception will meet with their class teacher in their current Reception class on 
Tuesday 5th July. They should be dropped off at their usual door. This includes the children in Miss Deards 
class currently. The new Year 1 teachers will be Miss Finnegan, Miss O’Toole and Miss Shally. Miss Shally is 
not able to meet the children until later in the term. Mrs Kelly will cover this class for the two days of 
transition. Please collect your children from their current Reception class door on the Tuesday. On the 
Wednesday the children should be dropped off and collected from the KS1 door.  You will be notified next 
week which children will be moving to which teacher. 
 

Year 1 children  
Children who are currently in Miss Bowden’s class will move to Mrs Hussain’s class in September. Miss 
Gibbs’ children will move to Mrs Harris’ class in September. Mrs Harris will joining us for the two days of 
transition. The children should come into school through the Year 1 door and will exit from this door on 
both days.  
 

Year 2 children  
The three Year 3 class teachers next year will be Miss Fiddler, Mrs Hill and Miss Bowden. The current Year 2 
children will enter and exit from the Year 3 doors on both days. Miss Fiddler’s current class will move to Mrs 
Hill, Mrs Hussain’s current class will transfer to Miss Bowden and Miss O’Toole’s current class will move to 
Miss Fiddler.  
 

Year 3 children  
In September, the Year 4 staff will be Mr Wayne, Miss Manders and Miss Gibbs. The current Year 3 children 
will be mixed into three new classes for September. You will be notified of your child’s class teacher next 
week.  
 

Year 4 children  
Mrs Brownhill’s current class will remain with Mrs Brownhill next year. She will move into Year 5 and will be 
based in Mrs Canning’s current classroom. These children should enter through the main KS2 doors on 
transition day and will exit from the side door of Mrs Canning’s classroom. Miss Manders current class will 
move to Mr Baker and Mr Wayne’s current class will move to Mrs Harston. The children will come in 
through the KS2 door. Mrs Harston’s class will exit from the KS2 door and Mr Baker’s new class will exit 
from his class door.  
 

Year 5 children  
Mrs Harston’s class will move to Miss Boron in September, Mrs Canning’s class will move to Miss Lakin and 
Mr Baker’s class will move to Mr Markham Jones. Many of the current Year 5 children will be on Camp 
during the transition days but will meet their new teachers when they return.  
 

Year 6 children 
Children moving to John Henry Newman have two days of transition this year which are 5th and 6th July. 
Children moving to other secondary schools will only have the one day, which for most is 6th July. The 
children are expected to attend St Bernadette’s School unless they are visiting their new secondary school.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading  
Amazon Wish Lists 

One of our aims this year has been to enrich our classroom bookshelves, providing pupils 
with a wider range of up-to-date, diverse and engaging books to choose from. At the end of 
the last academic year, our Amazon Wish Lists were an incredibly successful way of adding 
new titles to our shelves and so we have decided to update these lists again. 

If you would like to purchase a book from the wish list, it will be added to a classroom 
bookshelf. You could choose to purchase one as a gift for the year band your child is leaving, 
or one to be used within the year band they are moving into. All books will be stamped with 
the name of the donor. You are more than welcome to source a book elsewhere or choose 
a non-listed title to donate. We would also be delighted to receive any good quality 
preloved books too. 

We would be very grateful for any books we receive - the children have loved accessing the 
new titles added throughout this year and these have really enriched their reading 
experience. The lists for each year band can be found below and are also available on the 
school website. 

Nursery: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/36PFFH5WYBI4U?ref_=wl_share 
 

Reception: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NT0I3VTH3WCM?ref_=wl_share 
 

Year 1: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/17VLYUXYI2KV5?ref_=wl_share 
 

Year 2: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/36I4BQBABYJZ3?ref_=wl_share 
 

Year 3: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/G7OPQXS2CKLU?ref_=wl_share 
 

Year 4: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2LF46R0OMLUXO?ref_=wl_share 
 

Year 5: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IBMBHR3OO4YA?ref_=wl_share 
 

Year 6: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2LNHO5CSNF4I1?ref_=wl_share 

 
 

Water bottles and sun safety

 
As the weather warms up, it is really important that the 
children have water bottles in school that they can refill 
using the water stations so that they can remain 
hydrated throughout the day. It is a good idea for 
children to wear a sun hat to school to protect them 
when they are outside at playtimes. Please also ensure 
that you apply sun screen to your children before 
sending them to school each day. 

 

Scooters  
There have been a number of parents 
who are riding motorised scooters in the 
playground at the beginning and end of 
the school day. This is extremely 
dangerous for both children and parents 
and will not be tolerated. Under no 
circumstances should they be ridden on 
school premises.  
Please also remind your children that they 
are not to ride their scooters or bikes once 
they enter the school gates. They are to be 
walked into school and left in the bike 
shed. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/36PFFH5WYBI4U?ref_=wl_share
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/17VLYUXYI2KV5?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/36I4BQBABYJZ3?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/G7OPQXS2CKLU?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2LF46R0OMLUXO?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IBMBHR3OO4YA?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2LNHO5CSNF4I1?ref_=wl_share


 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
We would like to take the chance to thank you for your enthusiasm and engagement in our Platinum 
Jubilee Day here at St Bernadette’s. The children were excited, the costumes looked fantastic, and the 
children and staff produced some fantastic pieces of art inspired by Her Majesty the Queen.  There were 
lots of great memories but to name a few: we had a visit from our own St Bernadette’s Queen (Mrs Heeley), 
the return of the legendary Mr Kingston and the whole school -over 650 children- coming together for our 
fabulous street party in honour of the Queen. It was great to see the children dancing to songs from across 
the decades and laughing with their friends.  It never ceases to amaze us how supportive our St 
Bernadette’s community is so thank you. Don’t forget to check out our Twitter page @stbernsprimary to 
see photos of our fantastic day.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

CLASS  NAME REASON CLASS  NAME REASON 

Nursery 
(Blue) 

Ava-Grace 
For trying super hard with her 

phonics. 
Nursery 

(Red) 
Aodhan For being a kind and caring friend. 

Nursery 
(Green) 

Keyaan Fantastic shape work. 
Nursery 
(Yellow) 

Finley-Ray 
For excellent singing during our mass 
and for always being so enthusiastic! 

Nursery 
(Orange) 

 
Leticia 

Wonderful phonics and writing in our 
sunflower work! 

3TK 
 

Artemisia 
For always being kind and helpful to 

everyone in class 

Josie 
For always showing a wonderful 

example to her classmates. 

RND 
 

Jamila For lovely independent writing. 
4CB 

 

Is'haq 
For super effort during our trip to 

the Ackers! 

Zaydeen 
For asking lots of interesting questions 
when we were learning about worms. 

Andrew 
For being so brave on the climbing 
wall during our trip to the Ackers! 

RPD 
 

Gracie-Mae For being a kind and helpful friend. 
4CM 

 

Rylan 
For great effort in our RE lessons this 

week. 

Bobby 
For reading in our year band mass so 

beautifully. 
Kaeli 

For being a super role model to her 
peers 

1SD 

Esther 
For learning the ‘Hail Mary’ and ‘Our 

Father’ prayer off by heart.  
 

Mischa For being a fantastic role model 

Jamila For lovely independent writing. Nathan 
For trying really hard to improve his 

times tables 

1EG 
 

Zaina 
For an improved effort with her 
handwriting and presentation. 5EB 

 

Mason 
Representing the school well in 

sports. 

Erin For always using her manners. China 
For consistently positive attitude all 

the times and in all settings. 

1OB 

A'Miyah 
For always using her manners and 

helping others! 5KH 
 

Izzy-May 
For being a kind, caring and 

considerate friend. 

Imaan For her hard work in Maths! Vincent 
For his wonderful enthusiasm in our 

Science lessons this week 

2COT 
 

Marcus For excellent answers in Science. 
5LC 

 
Niah 

For producing an amazing piece of 
written work in English, 

 Chloe 
For being an active and curious 

learner. 
 Nathan 

For his incredible participation in 
gymnastics. 

2SF 
 

Kieran Jai For always trying his best. 
6AMJ 

 
Ezrah 

For her excellent sporting 
achievements when attending the 

commonwealth games festival. 

 Iga 
For her wonderful contributions in 

lessons. 
 Grace 

For her excellent sporting 
achievements when attending the 

commonwealth games festival. 

2SH 
 

Leia 
For always doing the right thing and 

being an excellent role model. 
6KL 

 
Mika'il 

For his efforts with singing in the Y6 
production. 

 James 
For putting his hand up much more 

during classroom discussions. 
 Octavia 

For her enthusiasm in the Y6 
production. 

3EH 
 

Anayah 
For his efforts in class lessons this 

week. 
6ZB 

Megan 
For such enthusiasm and effort with 

our Y6 production. 

Hijab 
For his contributions to our RE 

discussions. 
Kieran 

For being so giving and kind with his 
donations for our Y6 charity. 

3EL 
 

Zachary 
For his excellent reading at First Holy 

Communion. 
 

  

Charlie 
For his excellent reading at First Holy 

Communion. 
  

 

 Special Certificates 

Each week a child from each class is nominated to receive a special certificate through the post. The pupils 
who are awarded these certificates have shown that they really understand what it means to live as Jesus 
taught us, perhaps by being particularly kind or helpful. Well done, to the following children: 
 



Greta in Year 5 produced an incredible  
sketch of a dinosaur during their Topic 
work on The Changing World.  
Fabulous Greta. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 



The 'Big Brummie Camp Out' is a fundraiser being organised by Sifa Fireside that we at St Bernadette’s 
support.  The idea is for people to camp out in their own gardens and make a donation to the charity.  Please 
visit the Fireside website for more information. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
  



 


