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At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children. We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share this commitment.

Palm Sunday Reading and Reflection
This Sunday sees the beginning of Holy Week, when we remember Jesus’ triumphant entry
to Jerusalem. The readings for Palm Sunday (also known as Passion Sunday) tell of the death
of Jesus Christ, who showed us the true meaning of love and the nature of God. The reading
for the procession of the palms recounts how Jesus was greeted by crowds while entering
Jerusalem. The first reading tells how we will be saved by a servant. The psalm was quoted by Jesus
from the cross. The second reading speaks of the how Jesus was obedient to the Father. And in the gospel (Luke 22: 14
– 23: 56) we remember how Jesus suffered and died for each of us, so that we could know life.
Procession: Luke 19:28-40
Jesus proceeded on his journey up to Jerusalem. As he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany at the place called the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples.
He said, "Go into the village opposite you, and as you enter it you will find a colt tethered on which no one has ever
sat. Untie it and bring it here. And if anyone should ask you, 'Why are you untying it?' you will answer, 'The Master has
need of it.'"
So those who had been sent went off and found everything just as he had told them.
And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, "Why are you untying this colt?"
They answered, "The Master has need of it."
So they brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks over the colt, and helped Jesus to mount. As he rode along, the people
were spreading their cloaks on the road; and now as he was approaching the slope of the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of his disciples began to praise God aloud with joy for all the mighty deeds they had seen. They proclaimed:
"Blessed is the king who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven
and glory in the highest."
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples."
He said in reply, "I tell you, if they keep silent, the stones will cry out!"
Reflection:
Jesus’ entry in to the city on Palm Sunday begins on a huge wave of optimism, joy and hope. The people line the
streets; they wave palms; they put their cloaks and garments on the ground; and they shout out his name. This was an
ancient Roman tradition used to welcome soldiers and armies home after their success in battle. The crowd welcome
Jesus in a similar way as they shout out, ‘Hosanna, Hosanna, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’
Yet, how quickly the crowd changed and turned on Jesus. The same people who were happy to welcome him with
shouts of joy, will soon begin to shout ‘Crucify him, Crucify him.’ Jesus is even betrayed and denied by his closest
friends. The rest of them run and desert him. He is left alone.
As we celebrate Palm Sunday and begin our journey through Holy Week, we are called to ask ourselves who and where
we are in the crowd. This is a week to pray and then decide what kind of followers of Christ we are and are going to be.
During this busy week of prayer, liturgies and ceremonies, let us not lose sight of what we are remembering,
celebrating and taking part in. As we begin this most holy of weeks, may Jesus be our constant companion. May we
enter in the mystery of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection with faith and hope.

Diary Dates
Please note dates may be subject to
change at short notice depending on the
current COVID situation.

Diary Dates
Monday 25th April
Teacher Training Day (school
closed to pupils)
Tuesday 26th April
St. George’s Day (children to
wear red and white – 50p)
Tuesday 26th April
Year 3 Behaviour Assembly
Wednesday 27th April
Whole School Mass (9:30am
at Holy Family Church)
Thursday 28th April
Reception Behaviour
Assembly
Friday 29th April
Feast of St. Catherine of
Sienna (2SF to wear own
clothes)
Year 4 Behaviour Assembly
Monday 2nd May
Bank Holiday (school closed)
Tuesday 3rd May
Year 1 Behaviour Assembly
Tuesday 3rd May
3TK RE Inspire
Wednesday 4th May
Year 5 Behaviour Assembly
Wednesday 4th May
3EH RE Inspire
Thursday 5th May
Year 2 Behaviour Assembly
Thursday 5th May
3EL RE Inspire
Friday 6th May
Year 6 Behaviour Assembly

INSET
A reminder that school will be closed to pupils on Monday 25th April due
to a staff training day.

Collections for Ukraine
Thank you for the generous donations to our Ukraine collection. We will
not be taking any further items at this point.

Paris Meeting
A parents’ meeting will be held on Thursday 5th May at 2.30pm to give
out information relating to this year’s Year 6 residential trip to Paris.

First Confessions
Well done and congratulations to the children in Year 3 who made their
First Confessions last month; the children were well prepared and
reverent throughout the service. Please continue to
pray for the children in Year 3 as they continue their preparation to
receive Jesus in the Sacrament of the Eucharist during the summer tem.

Easter Events in School
A huge thank you to parents and pupils for their fantastic support in our
Easter events this week. We were delighted to see so many wonderful
Decorate an Egg entries and such beautiful Easter bonnets. We also
managed to raise vital funds for Holy Family Church through our Easter
Egg raffle – thank you for your generosity.

Ramadan
During the Holy Month of Ramadan, it is important that parents
understand the school’s responsibilities to those children who may wish to
consider fasting. For your information, the school has been advised that
children under 10 years of age are not required to fast. Primary age
children can become very tired when they do not have regular meals and
are sometimes unable to safely perform the activities expected of them
during the course of a school day. We would therefore request that
parents do not encourage their child to fast.

Stepping Up!

Wear A Hat Day

Congratulations to Mrs
Phipps, who completed
10,000 steps each day in
the month of March to
raise money for Cancer
Research. Mrs Phipps
managed to raise £415 for
this wonderful charity and we are very proud of
her achievement.

On Friday 25th March, we celebrated Wear a Hat
Day 2022 in order to raise money for Brain Tumour
Research. We were delighted to see children from
all around the school donning hats of all shapes
and sizes – from sorting hats to caps to sombreros!
Together we raised £413.70 for this amazing
charity to help fund their vital work to find a cure
for brain tumours. A massive thank you to parents
and pupils for such a fantastic effort!

Happy Easter
Easter is a time to rejoice, be thankful, be assured that all is forgiven, so life extends beyond the soil of the
earth. I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the Governors, staff and children of St Bernadette’s
to wish all our families a happy and Holy Easter. Wishing you all the love and happiness that only Easter can
bring. Have a joyous celebration with your family.

Catholic Schools Pupil Profile
Well done to the following pupils who have shown that they have demonstrated the Catholic Schools Pupil
Profile values and virtues of Curious and Active during this half term:
Nursery
The Catholic Schools Pupil Profile values
Red
Yellow
Blue
Green Orange
and virtues that we are focusing on next
half term are:
Idris
Adithya
Ali
Dua
Salahuddin
Grateful and Generous
RND
RSD
RPD
Catholic Schools help their pupils grow by
Keavy
Jaylen
Grear
encouraging them to know and be grateful
1EG
1OB
for all their gifts, developing them to the
Kiki
Harper
full so that they can be generous in the
2SF
2SH
2COT
service of others
Leo
Olivia
Chloe
At home:
3TK
3EH
3EL
 Pray for the sick and those who care
Atif
Keegan
Josh
for them
4RW
4CB
4CM
 Recognise and tell others when they
Isabella
Grace
Thijash
have been generous with their gifts.
5EB
5LC
5KH
Imran
Nataniel
Riley
 Take the time to be grateful at the end
6AMJ
6KL
6ZB
of each day for the gifts in your life and
Sienna-Rose
Eren
Ayona
remember to say thank you.

Summer Uniform

Behaviour Assemblies

Summer Uniform
Children will be able to wear their summer
uniform after the Easter Holidays if they so
wish. Summer uniform consists of the
following:

We are pleased to invite parents into school after the Easter
holidays to help us celebrate year group behaviour
assemblies. If your child is being awarded a badge or
certificate, you will get a letter inviting you to attend. The
dates for these assemblies are:

Blue and white check summer dress or
grey skirts (girls)
Grey shorts/trousers (boys)
Black flat shoes
White polo shirts with school logo
Please ensure that if your child is wearing
an all-in-one summer dress or culottes
they are able to undo their own buttons in
order to use the toilet independently.

Year 3 – Tuesday 26th April 9am
Reception – Thursday 28th April 9am
Year 4 – Friday 29th April 9am
Year 1 – Tuesday 3rd May 9am
Year 5 – Wednesday 4th May 9am
Year 2 – Thursday 5th May 9am
Year 6 – Friday 6th May 9am

At St Bernadette’s Catholic School, you will find us caring, hardworking and co-operative. We follow the ways of
Jesus using our talents and gifts to make our school special. We show respect to all and welcome you.

Too Good to Go
The Too Good to Go app lets you buy and collect food at a great price so it gets
eaten instead of wasted. Check it out!

St Bernadette’s Feast Day
The Church celebrates the feast of our school patron, St Bernadette,
on 16th April which falls during the Easter Holidays. It would be
lovely to see our families joining together on this special day
to say a prayer to our special saint.

Good Shepherd
Appeal
Help us reach more
people in need by
supporting our Good
Shepherd Appeal
Traditionally, each Lent
school children all over
the Archdiocese raise
money for Father
Hudson’s Care. It is one
of our oldest appeals
dating back to when
children would collect
coins during the early
days of the charity and is
now one of our biggest
and most vital fundraising
campaigns.
Please return all Good
Shepherd envelopes with
whatever you can by the
end of term. Thank you
as always for your
amazing generosity.

Attendance
It is essential that children attend school regularly each day as poor attendance has a serious and long lasting impact
on your child’s development and education. If your child tests positive for COVID, the advice is for your child to isolate
for 5 days.
Attendance figures can be seen below. Well done RPD for the best attendance in Foundation Stage. Also a big well
done RPD and 2SF for the best attendance in KS1 and to 3TK to for the best attendance in KS2 and in the school.

Nursery
86%

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

RSD 94%

1OB 94%

2SF 95%

3EH 93%

4CB 96%

5EB 94%

6KL 94%

RND 92%

1EG 94%

2SH 91%

3TK 97%

4CM 94%

5KH 93%

6AMJ 94%

2COT 93%

3EL 94%

4RW 93%

5LC 96%

6ZB 94%

RPD 95%

Uniform Reminder
Please remember that trainers are not allowed to be worn.

Y3
Martin
Amalia
Igor

Coins earned
Y4
Jones
Jeremiel
Joshua

last 14 days
Y5
Reign
Connor
Andrew

Prayer for Easter Sunday

Y6
Ashin
Solianna
Romeo

Staff Book Club
Research shows that an
important factor in developing
a desire to read for pleasure is
the presence of reading role
models. We are always looking
for ways to further develop our
school reading culture and so
we have started our own staff
book club. We will be reading
different children's books and
meeting to discuss our
thoughts. Our first book will be
‘The Last Bear’ by Hannah
Gold, which was this year's
Blue Peter Book Award winner.
We would love to see some of
our Year 5 and 6 pupils (and
our parents!) reading this book
alongside us.
Reception and Year 1 Reading
After the Easter break,
Reception and Year 1 classes
will be opening up again
every Friday morning from
8.30am to 8:50am for parents
to come in and share a story
with their child. These sessions
offer parents and carers the
opportunity to spend some
time reading for pleasure
together in the child’s
classroom, sharing and
enjoying a story.

Reminder School Fund

Reading Gold Star Stamps

Thank you to those parents that have paid their
£10 contribution to school fund for each child
towards the cost of school trips. Your
child/children will take part in at least one trip
each academic year and the cost of each trip
exceeds the £10 contribution, when entrance fees
and transport are taken into account. This,
therefore, provides very good value for money. If
you have yet to make payment of this, please
could you login to https://www.parentpay.com/ as
soon as possible. Please note that this can be paid
in instalments if required.

Earlier this week, we held our second Gold Star
Stamp non-uniform day and reward trip. We have
been so pleased to see the number of pupils getting
their Communication Diaries signed at least three
times weekly has significantly improved from the
start of the year until now. Please continue to
support your child with this – developing a love of
reading and improving fluency and comprehension
is proven to have the single biggest impact on
educational success.

Earth Ambassadors
Our after school Earth Ambassadors club have
been busy improving the school grounds, by
spreading wood chip on the flower beds. They all
worked really hard in carrying the heavy loads
across the playground and on to the flower beds at
the front of school. Hermela, Amelia and Saoirse
were building their muscles while they worked.
We will continue with our Ocean Friendly Schools
Award journey, part of which will involve surveying
the use of single plastics in school, and at home.
We hope to prepare an assembly soon to explain
what we have been up to, for all the other year
bands. Thank you to those who contribute to our
club in any way; it all helps encourage the children
to think about their local and global environment.

There are still a significant number of pupils not
being heard read at least three times a week at
home – this is a key part of their homework and is
imperative for their future educational success.
Please ensure you are supporting your children to
help them achieve their full potential.

Year Group:
Nursery

Number of Unsigned Records
Autumn Term – Spring Term
17th September – 25th March
34
2

Reception
Year 1

47
11

17
6

Year 2

22

14

Year 3

34

28

Year 4

30

18

Year 5

13

15

Year 6

20

6

Total

211

106

Bedazzling Bronze

COVID Vaccination
Children aged 5-11 are now eligible for the Covid19 vaccination. This is a parental choice and is not
something that will be offered in school. More
information regarding this vaccine can be found on
the NHS website or on the letter attached below.

Congratulations to all pupils who have been
awarded their ‘Bedazzling Bronze’ badge and have
joined our Times Tables Tribe. To receive this
badge, pupils must be able to answer 25 mixed
multiplication and division questions on the 2x, 5x
and 10x tables in 1 minute 30 seconds or less. We
look forward to awarding more pupils this badge,
and the ‘Sublime Silver’ badge (for passing their 3x,
4x and 8x tables) next half term. Remember,
practicing for 15 minutes each night on Times
Tables Rock Stars is a great way to improve
accuracy and recall of these key facts, which are
essential for mathematical success.

Holy Week at Home
Much of April is taken up with the school holidays, when we celebrate the Solemnity of Easter – the central point of
our faith and the reason for our hope and joy!
To help your child engage with this most important of celebrations beyond term time, why not consider reading
together some of the events of Holy Week as listed below?
•
Follow the links below, which will take you to a site where you can change the translation of the Gospel as
you wish.
•
Read the Gospel aloud and discuss what stands out to you/your child.
•
Finish with a refrain in the voice of Jesus:
Jesus invites us to walk with Him. He says:
‘Come walk with me,
Come alongside.
See my love for you
As I take each stride.’

Date

Description

Gospel Passage

Sunday 10th April, Palm
Sunday

Jesus rides into Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday
Jesus washes the disciples’ feet at
the Last Supper
Jesus prays in the Garden of
Gethsemane

John 12: 12 - 15
(https://tinyurl.com/563ku44x)
John 13: 4 – 15
(https://tinyurl.com/5n6b9vak)
Mark 14: 32 – 38
(https://tinyurl.com/54be5n63)
Luke 22: 47 – 53
(https://tinyurl.com/5f3ux88y) and
Luke 23: 1 – 25
(https://tinyurl.com/env6ymy3)
John 19: 17 – 19
(https://tinyurl.com/3pwvdv4d)
Matthew 27: 45 – 51
(https://tinyurl.com/52rm448t)
Luke 23: 50 – 56
(https://tinyurl.com/yrm3nsn8)
John 20: 1 – 18
(https://tinyurl.com/2ymcbhc8)

Monday 11th April
Tuesday 12th April

Wednesday 13th April
Thursday 14th April,
Maundy Thursday
Friday 15th April, Good
Friday
Saturday 16th April,
Easter Saturday
Sunday 17th April,
Easter Sunday

Jesus is arrested and tried

Jesus walks the road to the cross
Jesus is crucified
Jesus is buried
Jesus rises from the dead!

Holy Week and Easter Sunday Programme at Holy Family Church
Sunday 10th April (Palm Sunday)
 10:30am Palm Sunday (Passion Sunday)
Thursday 14th April (Maundy Thursday)
 7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
 After the Holy Mass, there will be a vigil of the Blessed Sacrament until 9:30pm
Friday 15th April (Good Friday)
 12:00pm Walk of Witness (Christian Churches in Small Heath). This year, we will be starting at All Saints Parish
Church on Herbert Road and ending in our parish, Holy Family.
 3:00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Veneration of the Cross.
 6:00pm Stations of the Cross
Saturday 16th April (Holy Saturday)
 8:00pm Celebration of the Easter Vigil
Sunday 17th April (Easter Sunday)
 10:30am Easter Sunday mass

Special Certificates
Each week a child from each class is nominated to receive a special certificate through the post. The pupils
who are awarded these certificates have shown that they really understand what it means to live as Jesus
taught us, perhaps by being particularly kind or helpful. Well done, to the following children:
CLASS

NAME

Nursery
(Blue)

Aairah

Nursery
(Green)

Ammar

Nursery
(Orange)

Seamus

REASON

CLASS

For trying very hard during her nursery Nursery
day.
(Red)
For trying hard during our phonics
sessions.

For wonderful participation during our
RE lessons.

Nursery
(Yellow)

3TK

NAME

REASON

Briella

For always trying her very best and
setting a great example to others.

Nathan

For trying hard to follow the Nursery
routine. Well done Nathan!

Tilleah
Rayon

RND

AddleighAaron
Jiyon

RPD

Sophia
Saanvi
Freddy

For being so helpful.
4CB
For beginning to blend words when
reading-well done!
For being a kind and thoughtful friend.

Tyler
1EG

Chenayah
Greis
Mariamawit

1OB
Martin
2COT

Pixie Mae

Jones
4CM

For being a sensible girl and always
doing the right thing.
For trying so hard with his reading.
For playing nicely with his friends
For an improved effort in Maths
lessons.
For always trying her hardest in
lessons.
For always trying her hardest in
Maths!
For his beautiful writing in English!

Lucas
Georgio

4RW

RSD

Loza

Joshua
Isabella

5EB

Thea
Harrison

5KH

Lexie
Layton

5LC
Working hard in all lessons.

Molly

Montini
Sophia

Excellent answers in RE.
2SF

Muhammad
Hassam
Millie-Rae

2SH

Yahya
Callum

3EH

Leniyce

6AMJ
For trying hard in all his learning.
For trying in all her learning.
For being a positive role model to all.

3EL

6KL

Fantastic work in Science writing
about the Scientist Ross Meyers.

Ailbhe
Sienna

For her fantastic effort in Maths

For his thoughtful contributions to our
RE work
Always
happy
and hard-working.
Jiya Mariya
Kayne

Kyron

For trying hard in English lessons.

Sh'Kyah

Hermela

Ethan
6ZB
Annalise

For her wonderful positive attitude
towards all aspects of her school
work.
For his enthusiastic participation in
class discussions.
For being extremely kind and helpful
this week.
For being extremely kind and helpful
this week.
For fantastic work on the events of
Holy Week.
For always trying his best and being
a super role model to his peers.
For his superb english writing

For always striving to do her best
For being a role model in all her
work and in her behaviour.
For super manners and enthusiasm
in all areas at home and in school.
For always being helpful and
trustworthy.
For being polite and helpful towards
his teachers.
For working so hard in our science
lessons.
For having lovely manners and being
kind and considerate to her teachers
and peers.
For being an excellent role model all
of the time.
For making a real effort in every
lesson.
For his helpful attitude to others and
in the classroom.
For showing kindness to others.
For fantastic contributions during
our Holy Week lessons.
For being such a polite and
considerate young lady.

